
La Verendrye 

625 2Pt St S 

Lethbridge, AB TlK SE4 

March 24th, 2016 

Dear La Verendrye, 

ALBERTA 

On March 15th, 2016, 1 had the honour of giving my maiden speech. Given that this is an opportunity for 

an elected member to extoll the virtues of the ir riding, 1 was honoured to be able to recognize so many 

valuable members ofthe Lethbridge West community, like yourself. 

1 would like to thank you for ali of the work you do that contributes to the vibrancy of Lethbridge West. 

We are a ca ring and diverse community that 1 am proud to re present in the Legislature. 

Enclosed for your interest is an excerpt from Hansard, containing the entirety of the speech th at 1 gave. 

Once aga in, thank you for ali that you have do ne and continue to do for our community. 

Sincerely, 

Shannon Phillips 

M LA Lethbridge West 
402 gth St S 

Lethbridge, AB 

TlJ 2J7 
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Consideration of Her Honour America's finest art collections, tucked away in vaults at the Uni-
the Lieutenant Governor's Speech versity of Lethbridge. This is something that not everyone knows 

or appreciates. In the middle of my riding there are Picassos, Ma-
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ble address be presented to Her Honour the Honourable the Lieu- America's most impressive collections of art was built in the I 980s 
tenant Go vern or as follows. by the art department at the University of Lethbridge, where Billy 

To l-Ier Honour the Honourable Lois Mitchell, CM, AOE, LLO, McCarroll and others elever! y Ieveraged a Lougheed-era arts pol-
the Lieutenant Governor of the Province of Alberta: icy to build one of the best collections anywhere. Those province-

We, Her Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Legisla- building initiatives, deployed through the heritage fund and an ac-
tive Assembly, now assembled, beg Ieave to thank Y our Honour tivist government in the earl y I 980s, reverberate un til this day. lt 
for the gracious speech Y our Honour has been pleased to address is my hope that we canas a government get back to this ethic of 
tous at the opening of the present session. building a common heritage via an inclusive and proactive ap

Ms Phillips: Madam Speaker, I rise today to deliver my maiden 
speech as the Member for Lethbridge-West. 1 want to use the oc
casion to pay tribute to my community, and 1 hope to do them jus
tice both in this speech and in the discharge of my duties as the ir 
elected representative. 

Lethbridge-West sits in the heart ofTreaty 7, a treaty between 
the Blackfoot and the Crown signed by Chief Crowfoot in 1877. 
The descendants of the people who signed Treaty 7 live in my city 
just as they do throughout the Canadian and American plains and 
foothills as members of the Piikani and Kainai mainly, of the 
Blackfoot Confederacy. 

My city is bordered by Canada's larges! reserve lands, the lands 
given to the Kainai people and the Piikani reserve, home to sorne 
of the most beautiful riparian Iandscapes in the Oldman River val
ley. Blackfoot people tell us stories of the ab und ance of the foot
bills and plains, the great herds of buffalo now disappeared from 
the landscape, the ir presence still held in the ecosystem by the flat
tened earth, the medicinal shrubs, the rich native prairie and soif. 

Madam Speaker, the worst of Canada's colonial history was 
played out in Treaty 7 territory. Smallpox and the extirpation of 
the bison herds robbed the people of their economy. Residential 
schools stole from parents the righi to ti me and teaching of the ir 
children, stole dignity from the children and subsequent genera
tions, and robbed the whole people oftheir language, spirituality, 
foods, medicines, and stories. 

The fast great battle between Canadian indigenous peoples took 
place in the middle ofLethbridge-West, literally in the heart of my 
community. Its very centre is the spot in the Oldman River valley 
where the Blackfoot and Cree clashed for the fast ti me, in 1870. lt 
is called the Battle ofBelly River in the history books because the 
white settlers renamed the river the Oldman sorne years Iater. The 
lerm "Bell y River," as the story goes, was too risqué for Victorian 
sensibilities. The battle was about the Cree's view that the Black
foot had been sufficiently decimated by smallpox to !ose an inva
sion. The river ran red with the blood of the Cree, as the stories go, 
and while the Blackfoot eiders now smile wryly at the recollection 
of that battle or its stories, this is still a gentle remi nd er for ali of 
us thal the people are tierce, they are tough, and there are fines one 
does not cross. 

Madam Speaker, the sun dance has never stopped in southern 
Alberta, the ceremonies, the centre of spiritual li fe for the Black
foot people. Sun dance had to go underground during the most vi
cious generations of white settler colonialism, but today it thrives 
in Kainai and now Siksika. 

Ti me is an enormous, long river, and 1 stand in it just as my 
indigenous sisters and brothers stand in it. Our work is now, after 
a great, destructive flood of historical events, to rn ove the stones 
back into place, to remove the deadfall of history but set it aside 
and, in its place, as a reminder of what we have done and seen, 
repair the river together. We are ali treaty people. 

On the west bank of the Oldman River, a short jog up a steep 
coulee from the scene of the fast great battle, sits one of North 

proach to the arts. 
The Lethbridge arts community is not just locked up in a vault. 

It spills out to one of the best things about our city and is a major 
contributor to artistic inquiry and endeavour for the province. In 
my small city you will find musicians like Leeroy Stagger and 
Dave McCann, queer theatre and cabaret at Theatre Outré, a sym
phony, the New West Theatre, a pride festival and parade, inde
pendent artist studios, spoken word, zines, and a co mie book, Eric 
Dyck's Slaughterhouse Slough, dedicated to the history and the 
present of the city. The Allied Arts Council, admirably steered by 
Suzanne Lint, supports many of these initiatives and ensures that 
the who le community has access to the arts via Casa, the commu
nity arts centre that an ch ors the downtown of my ri ding. 

The city of Lethbridge has also been home to generations of im
migrants. We have been at the centre of sorne of the defining mo
ments of the 20th century. In World War Il, after forcible 
confiscation oftheir property, Japanese-Canadians were relocated 
to southern Alberta to forced work on the sugar beet plantations 
just outside my city. After the war many of th ose families ended 
up staying. This is why, Madam Speaker, Lethbridge is home to a 
Japanese-Canadian population that owns businesses, has become 
judges and elected officiais, and has contributed to ali ofCanada's 
understanding of displacement, racism, and the value of immigra
tion. 

Joy Kogawa, who grew up in Lethbridge, is one of Canada's 
most recognized authors. In Obasan, her award-winning novel, she 
sa ys: 

Where do any of us come from in this cold country? Oh Canada, 
whether you admitted it or not, we come from you ... We grow 
where we are not seen, we tlourish where we are not heard ... 
We come from cemeteries full of skeletons with wild roses in 
their grinning teeth. We come from our untold tales thal wait for 
the ir tell ing. 

Madam Speaker, my city has also become a national leader in 
welcoming Syrian refugeesjust as we have welcomed immigrants 
from ali around the world - from ltaly, Hungary, the Arnericas, 
Asia, and the Arab world - for a century. Lethbridge was even 
featured in international news coverage. We have contributed very 
significantly through public and private sponsorship of Syrian ref
ugees. To those refugees I say: [Remarks in Arabie] Welcome to 
Lethbridge. 

Lethbridge is also home to a vibrant Franco-Aibertan community. 
The community centre, la Cité des prairies, is the cultural hub that 
celebrates the fact that we are a bi lingual society. I am proud that 
my own children attend the francophone school La Verendrye, and 
I commend the school and the staff at la Cité as weil as their board 
for building a community where ali francophone heritage in ali its 
global diversity is celebrated and woven into how we understand 
what it means to be at home in Canada. 

Madam Speaker, Lethbridge-West encompasses the downtown. 
It encompasses the north end, with established communities, and, 
of course, the west si de. The west si de is growing, with new hous
ing starts among the leaders in the province. The growth ofthe city 
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ofLethbridge is an object lesson in diversification of the economy. 
The community is home to value-added and agricultural pro
cessing. lt is home to manufacturing: steel, aerospace, oit and gas 
components. We have a tremendous renewable energy potential. 
Lethbridge is home to a growing technology centre - the tee
connec! centre is a project of Economie Development Lethbridge 
- geospatial mapping, and new physics endeavours. 

The riding also acts as a public services hub, Madam Speaker, 
for the region. This is important as our government's approach to 
stable funding for public services has ensured that our small-busi
ness sector continues to thrive. This is why you see collaboration 
between the public and private sectors in Lethbridge in ways that 
you may not see in other regions. In ali this, Economie Develop
ment Lethbridge plays a key rote, and Trevor Lewington and his 
whole team deserve recognition for their creative problem solving 
and commitment to diversification. 

On that topic, I would like to pay tribu te to sorne of the most 
progressive and forward-looking small businesses in Lethbridge
West. My friends Erica Joose at Plum restaurant, Loralee and Paul 
Edwards at Drunken Sailor clothing shop, and Kyle Baynes at An
drew Hilton fine liquor ali merit a shout-out for how they support 
our community, how they embrace paying a living wage to their 
workers, and how they have faith in our city as a place where di
versity can take root and grow. Ali of the downtown businesses in 
Lethbridge are supported by the Downtown Lethbridge Business 
Revitalization Zone, which is ably and progressively steered by 
Ted Stilson and his wonderful staff, including my Deathbridge 
Derby Dames teammate and friend Metissa Johnson. 

We have a history ofstrong women in southern Alberta, Madam 
Speaker. I am only the fifth or fourth woman, depending on when 
Maria Fitzpatrick was declared the winner, to ever be elected south 
ofCalgary. The first was Louise McKinney in Claresholm in 1914, 
one of the Famous Five. The second was Edith Thurston in 1944. 
The third was Bridget Pastoor in 2008. Numbers four and five did 
not come until2015 . There has still never been an indigenous per
son, a new Canadian, a person of colour, or an LGBTQ person 
represented in our Legislature from south of Calgary. There is 
much work left to be done. 

Lethbridge is home also to a significant labour history. lt was 
the epicentre of the coat mining communities which were, of 
course, the first boom that powered this province. Lethbridge was 
the place where the first industrial disputes resolution act was writ
ten by Mackenzie King before he was Prime Minister and was the 
place where the first occupational health and safety ru les were de
veloped in response to the Hillcrest mine disaster in 1914, which 
ki lied 166 people. That project of occupational health and safety 
finally saw its full implementation in Alberta in December 2015, 
Madam Speaker, when OHS was extended to ali paid workers in 
the province. The Alberta Federation of Labour was founded in 
Lethbridge in 1913. 1 was proud to assist with the centennial cele
brations when 1 worked for the AFL with the leadership of Nancy 
Furlong, Gil McGowan, and Siobhan Vipond. 

Madam Speaker, a few words on what brought me here and what 
sustains us ali. 1 am a mom to two boys. Finn is seven; Hudson is 
five. They are beau ti fu( and smart and hilarious. They don 't al ways 
love mom's new job. 1 don't biarne them. l'rn away a lot, and that's 
why 1 carefully guard the time that 1 do have. But many Alberta 
kids grow up with a parent who works out of town. 1 know 1 did. 

My dad was an electrician, who worked on oit rigs. He was gone 
a lot. But in the early 1980s, in economie conditions not unlike 
these ones, with a prolonged drop in the priee of oit, my dad tost 
his job. My mom went back to work as a teacher. If Peter 
Lougheed had pursued policies of dramatically cutting health care 

and education in response, my family would have been left with 
nothing. 1 think about that a lot. 

My dad taught my sister and 1 that we could do anything we 
want. He used to say: you can be an electrician if you want. That 
was a radical thing to say in the 1970s to a little girl. My mo rn is a 
strong woman in and ofherself and will never ever leave you won
dering where she stands. But my mom is still here to speak for 
herself, and my dad is not, so let me share a little bit about him. 

My dad had an inbom intellectual curiosity that did not come 
from a university; it came from who he was. He was monumentally 
impatient with inequality. He loathed overt displays of wealth or 
opulence. He loved to fix anything he could and reuse it and think 
creatively about ali the stuff that pi led up in his Quonset. He used 
to say that you can learn anything you like in a school, but you 
must also learn, above ali, how to work. 

My dad did not live long enough to see me get e(ected, though 1 
think he would not have been surprised. Sometimes 1 look up in 
the gallery and wish he was sitting there. 1 think about how he 
would have been here to watch this speech, to watch question pe
riod. 1 think ofhim also in his market gardening rote. After my dad 
retired from the oit patch, he ran himself a little strawberry and 
vegetable market garden along with a million other things my par
ents were doing. Dad used to talk to me ali the ti me about how the 
weather was changing, how the availability ofwater was changing. 
Ross Phillips, you were ahead of your time. Y ou knew things in 
your bones that the rest of us need a book to learn. 

Madam Speaker, 1 found the compassion and empathy that 1 
learned from my parents in my party as an adult. 1 found it in those 
1 worked for, Raj Pannu, who officiated my wedding, and Brian 
Mason, who, when I delivered my fathcr's culogy and looked out, 
there he was. 1 found it in the incessant hard work of Jack Layton, 
who was an early inspiration. 1 fou nd the impatience with inequal
ity in my friend Niki Ashton. 

Madam Speaker, when 1 and a small group of dedicated New 
Democrats began knocking on doors in 20 Il, 1 did not expect to 
sit in government; 1 expected to serve the people of Lethbridge
West. 1 would like to thank Dave McCaffrey and Melanie Decillia 
for going out with me on that first day in September 20 Il after 1 
won the nomination and for so many days since. My entire riding 
association makes sure 1 have the right supports to do this job, but 
none more so than my good friend Keith McLaughlin, who once 
pledged to me that he would knock on every door between 13th 
Street and Copperwood, and he's made good on his word. 

l'd also like to recognize the hard work ofNew Democrats over 
the years in this area. Over the years Gordon and Sylvia Campbell 
kept this ship moving and founded the Southern Alberta Council 
on Public Affairs. Others - Marshall and Angie Jaremco, Tad Mit
sui, Mark Sandilands, Leona Jacobs, and Muriel Mellow - are gi
ants on whose shoulders I stand. 

Madam Speaker, it is my honour to stand in this House and en
joy the privileges of service in the public interest and the trust af
forded to me as a parliamentarian. It is indeed the culmination of 
my adult life's work, and 1 think that you will agree that the com
munity that sent me here deserves ali of my effort to ensure careful 
and thoughtful consideration of the pressing matters before us. The 
people of Lethbridge-West have asked for a legislative program 
that is inclusive, that works toward equality, where justice is our 
guide, where everyone has access to persona( liberty and expres
sion, to a responsible relationship with the planet and our place in 
natural ecosystems. 

With that, Madam Speaker, 1 will take my share of the work for 
the people ofLethbridge-West. 
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